Global Warming: The elephant in the room

I’d like to invite you to a revolution.

Don’t worry, you’re not going to get hurt. As a matter of fact, for the vast majority of the people involved it’s going to feel really good. So good, in fact, that you’ll wonder why this revolution isn’t already underway.

The tensions that are leading up to it are visible all around us. Anyone who reads, listens to the radio or watches TV is barraged with dire warnings of environmental, political, and economic stresses almost mind-numbing in their complexity and portent. 

So how, one may ask, are the pressing problems of the day to be solved? Any revolution promising to deliver humanity from such disparate threats as global warming and resource wars will have to combine technical transformation on a par with the Industrial Revolution along with unprecedented political vision. As formidable as that sounds, it is entirely within the realm of possibility.

The political and technological solutions to a host of our planet’s most pressing problems are inextricably entwined. The common threads that unite many of them are energy and raw materials. Energy, in particular, is a nettlesome concern. The ways in which we source and use energy have profound effects on geopolitics, economics, and the environment. In the face of overwhelming evidence that business as usual is simply not going to work much longer, the search is clearly on for alternatives. 

Passionate advocates of various energy systems tout the virtues of their favourites in the media, most often with conveniently hazy statistics and projections. Whereas there seems to be a developing consensus that energy production and use are deadly serious issues, most of the purported solutions to energy problems continue to fall woefully short of the mark.
As the 20th century drew to a close, there was much talk about the challenges facing mankind as we began the new millennium. Now many of those issues have taken on a startling urgency. 

The greatest difficulties we face today are nearly all of our own making. We have burdened the planet not only with our sheer numbers, but with the ability to profoundly influence our environment with advanced technology. Our booming population exacerbates the situation in both industrialized and undeveloped countries. 

Climate change seems an amorphous and intangible concern to most people. But the Inuit people of Baffin Island, which sits atop Canada just west of Greenland, have gone beyond debating the reality of global warming. While politicians in their comfortable offices dicker over the science, the way of life of the Inuit is being destroyed by unprecedented warming. 

Where once they hunted on the ice for ten months a year, now their hunting season has been reduced to about half that time. The evidence of a drastically altered climate is all around them, and it is altering their culture to a profound degree. Further south, however, the evidence is somewhat less immediate and thus the implications of global warming have taken longer to recognize.

