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	Madison Cawthorn’s Insurrection
One of the most radical members of Congress aims to remake North Carolina’s Republican Party.
	
	
	

	Representative Madison Cawthorn, the bombastic North Carolina Republican, doesn’t care that the state’s conservative establishment is uniting against him. As the youngest member of Congress, at twenty-six, and one of the most headline-grabbing, Cawthorn contends that weak Republican leaders are responsible for leaving the United States nearly thirty trillion dollars in debt. He told me, “That’s thanks to people who have been kind of ignorant and slow, not realizing that the Democratic Party is filled with socialists who are so organized, so vicious, and so strong that we have got to start fighting back.”
	
	
	

	It might come as a surprise that increasingly radical Republicans—who control twenty-six governorships and a Supreme Court majority, and are favored to take back both the Senate and the House—are not putting up a fight against Democrats, or that the national debt is the legacy of Democrats alone. But that is Cawthorn’s story, and he is harnessing it to challenge entrenched Republican authority in North Carolina and around the country. After a leader of the conservative John Locke Foundation called him “a callow and appallingly ignorant young man who regularly embarrasses conservatives and Republicans, whether they admit it or not,” Cawthorn was unmoved. He told me, “If I have to call somebody out, and call the Republican Party of old spineless and capitulatory, then I’m more than happy to do that. You’ve destroyed my country.”
	
	
	

	An enthusiastic promoter of a second Donald Trump Presidency, with his own sights set on becoming governor, Cawthorn said that he aims to help set the agenda for the moment when Republicans return to power in Congress—and to wrench the Party further to the right. He has the backing of Trump, and he is building alliances with the likes of Marjorie Taylor Greene, Lauren Boebert, and insurgents in North Carolina. Last month, he poked another stick at North Carolina’s Republican establishment when he darted into a freshly drawn congressional district, widely believed to have been carved out for the state’s influential House speaker, Tim Moore. Rather than face Cawthorn, who has raised more than two million dollars this campaign cycle, Moore announced that he would be running for reelection instead.
	
	
	

	Three weeks later, Cawthorn visited Trump at Mar-a-Lago, where he shared a list of endorsements called “Congressman Cawthorn’s Plan for North Carolina.” When I asked him about the list, which included incumbents and unorthodox contenders for Democratic and open seats, he said that they are “great America First candidates.” The Republican targets of his rhetoric, he told me, are the ones “who’ve got the pleated pants and the tassel loafers, and they just want to see their name in the paper every other week. And that’s exactly what seventy per cent of Congress people are.”
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Cawthorn’s rise has been swift. Raised in Hendersonville, North Carolina, where he was homeschooled by his family, he was involved in a severe car crash when he was eighteen, which left him reliant on a wheelchair. He enrolled in Patrick Henry College, but dropped out after one semester. In early 2020, he was just twenty-four, not yet old enough to take a seat in Congress but unafraid to challenge older and more experienced candidates. 
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